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(57) ABSTRACT

A driving apparatus for a vehicle includes a rotation mem-
ber, as support pin including a flange for stopping a move-
ment of the rotation member in one axial direction and a
circumferential groove formed at an end portion that pen-
etrates through the rotation member, an annular elastic
member supported relative to the circumferential groove and
configured to reduce a diameter in a radial direction, and a
support member including an attachment hole in which the
end portion of the support pin is idly provided, the support
member including an inwardly protruding flange provided at
the attaching hole and having an inner diameter equal to or
greater than an outer diameter of the annular elastic member
when the annular elastic member is in an elastically
deformed state having reduced diameter and smaller than the
outer diameter of the annular elastic member when the
annular elastic member is in an elastic recovery state.

5 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
DRIVING APPARATUS FOR VEHICLE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based on and claims priority under 35
U.S.C. §119 to Japanese Patent Application 2012-281576,
filed on Dec. 25, 2012, the entire content of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure generally relates to a driving apparatus for
a vehicle.

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION

A known driving apparatus for a vehicle is disclosed in
DE20 2010 002 223U1 (hereinafter referred to as Patent
reference 1). As illustrated in FIG. 7, the known driving
apparatus disclosed in Patent reference 1 includes a pulley
sub-assembly 90. The pulley sub-assembly 90 includes a
pulley 91, a support pin 92 inserted to be positioned through
the pulley 91 and including a flange 924 stopping a move-
ment of the pulley 91 in one direction in an axial direction,
thereby to pivotally support the pulley 91, and a pulley
bracket 93 secured to the support pin 92 and stopping a
movement of the pulley 91 in the other direction in the axial
direction. The pulley sub-assembly 90 is attached to an
attachment portion 96 formed on a support member 95 and
formed in a substantially truncated cone shape having a
bottom.

That is, the pulley sub-assembly 90 is attached to the
attachment portion 96 to be supported by the support mem-
ber 95 by hooking an end 934 of an outer periphery portion
of'the pulley sub-assembly 90 (outer periphery portion of the
pulley bracket 93) at a retainer portion 97 formed at the
support member 95 and by press-fitting the other end 935 of
the outer periphery portion into the attachment portion 96
with the retainer portion 97 as a fulcrum.

According to the construction disclosed in Patent refer-
ence 1, an assembling direction of the support pin 92
inserted through the pulley 91 is arranged in an axial
direction of the pulley 91, and an assembling direction of the
pulley sub-assembly 90 to be supported by the support
member 95 (attachment portion 96) is a combination of a
linear direction in the axial direction of the pulley 91 in a
state where the pulley sub-assembly 90 is tilted relative to
the axial direction of the attachment portion 90 and a
rotational direction with the retainer portion 97 as the
fulcrum. Thus, the plural assembling directions exist (the
assembling direction is not one direction), which increases
assembly time.

A need thus exists for a driving apparatus for a vehicle
which is net susceptible to the drawback mentioned above.

SUMMARY

In light of the foregoing, the disclosure provides a driving
apparatus for a vehicle, which includes a rotation member on
which a rope member for transmitting a driving force of a
drive source is hooked, a support pin being inserted into the
rotation member along an axial direction of the rotation
member, including a flange for stopping a movement of the
rotation member in one direction in the axial direction,
including a circumferential groove formed at an end portion
that penetrates through the rotation member, the support pin
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rotatably supporting the rotation member, an annular elastic
member supported relative to the circumferential groove, the
annular elastic member configured to reduce a diameter in a
radial direction, and a support member including en attach-
ment hole in which the end portion of the support pin that
penetrates through the rotation member is idly provided, the
support member including an inwardly protruding flange
provided at the attaching hole to protrude at a position closer
to the flange than the annular elastic member in an axial
direction, the inwardly protruding flange having an inner
diameter equal to or greater than an outer diameter of the
annular elastic member when the annular elastic member is
in an elastically deformed state having reduced diameter
within the circumferential groove and smaller than the outer
diameter of the annular elastic member when the annular
elastic member is in an elastic recovery state where the
diameter expands.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and additional features and characteristics
of this disclosure will became more apparent from the
following detailed description considered with the reference
to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a driving
apparatus according to an embodiment disclosed here;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the driving apparatus
according to the embodiment disclosed here;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the driving apparatus
according to the embodiment disclosed here;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing plural projection
portions according to the embodiment disclosed here;

FIG. 5A is a cross-sectional view showing an operation
for assembling a C-ring;

FIG. 5B is a cross-sectional view showing the operation
for assembling the C-ring;

FIG. 6 is a schematic view of a window regulator appa-
ratus according to the embodiment disclosed here; and

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a known construction.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One embodiment of the driving apparatus for the vehicle
will be explained as follows referring to illustrations of
drawing figures. The disclosure is, for example, applied to a
window regulator for a vehicle, for example, an automobile.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, a window regulator apparatus 1
includes a support member 2 which is, for example, made of
resin and formed in a substantially H-shape. The window
regulator apparatus 1 is mounted within a vehicle door
where the support member 2 is positioned below a window
frame. A drum 11 is rotatably supported at a center portion
of the support member 2. Front pulleys 12, 13 each serving
as a rotation member are rotatably supported at an upper end
portion and a lower end portion, respectively, of the support
member 2 at a frontward of the vehicle. Rear pulleys 14, 15
each serving as a rotation member are rotatably supported at
an upper end portion and a lower end portion, respectively,
of the support member 2 at a rearward of the vehicle.

A front guide 16 is attached to the support member 2 so
as to be movable in a substantially upward-downward
direction along a front rim portion. A rear guide 17 is
attached to the support member 2 so as to be movable in a
substantially upward-downward direction along a rear rim
portion. Moving directions of the front guide 16 and the rear
guide 17 are in parallel with each other. The front guide 16
and the rear guide 17 are fixed to and support a lower rim
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portion of a window pane G. Thus, the window pane G
moves upward and downward in response to the movement
of the front guide 16 and the rear guide 17 in the substan-
tially upward-downward direction along the support mem-
ber 2.

A first cable C1 serving as a rope member one end of
which being engaged with the drum 11 extends towards the
front pulley 13 in a downwardly forward direction, is
hooked at the front pulley 13 to extend in an upwardly
rearward direction, and the other end of the first cable C1 is
engaged with the front guide 16. Similarly, a second cable
C2 serving as a rope member one end of which being
engaged with the drum 11 extends in an upwardly rearward
direction towards the rear pulley 14, is hooked at the rear
pulley 14 to extends in a downwardly forward direction, and
the other end of the second cable C2 is engaged with the rear
guide 17. The first and second cables C1, C2 are wound
around the drum 11 at the respective ends, and when one of
the first and second cables C1, C2 is wound up, the other of
the first and second cables C1, C2 is unwounded.

A third cable C3 serving as a rope member one end of
which being engaged with the front guide 16 extends in an
upwardly rearward direction towards the front pulley 12, is
hooked at the front pulley 12 to extend in the downwardly
rearward direction towards the rear pulley 15. Then, the third
cable C3 is hooked at the rear pulley 15 to extend in the
upwardly rearward direction, and the other end of the third
cable C3 is engaged with the rear guide 17.

In a case where the first cable C1 is wound up and the
second cable C2 is unwound in response to the rotation of
the drum 11 in one direction, the front guide 16 connected
to the first cable C1 moves downward and the rear guide 17
connected to the front guide 16 via the third cable C3 moves
downward. Then, the window pane G whose lower rim
portion is fixed to the front guide 16 and the rear guide 17
moves downward.

On the other hand, in a case where the second cable C2
is wound up and the first cable C1 is unwound in response
to the rotation of the drum 11 in a reversal direction, the rear
guide 17 connected to the second cable C2 moves upward
and the front guide 16 connected to the rear guide 17 via the
third cable C3 moves upward. Then, the window pane G
whose lower rim portion is fixed to the front guide 16 and
the rear guide 17 moves upward.

The drum 11 is connected to a drive source (e.g., an
electric motor) to be driven, and the cables C1 C2, C3 are
wound up and unwound by the rotational actuation by the
drive source.

Next, an attaching structure of the front pulley 12 and the
support member 2 will be explained as follows. As illus-
trated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the support member 2 is formed with
an attachment hole 21 formed in a circular shape and
penetrated in an axial direction of the front pulley 12. A pair
of inwardly protruding flanges 22 each formed in a sector
shape is provided at an opening end portion of the attach-
ment hole 21 at a side facing the front pulley 12 to protrude
inwardly. The inwardly protruding flanges 22 are positioned
to be opposite to each other in a radial direction. A pair of
base side fitting portions 23 is provided at an opening end
portion of the attachment hole 21 at a side being away from
the front pulley 12. The base side fitting portions 23 are
provided to protrude inwardly and are positioned to be
opposite to each other in a radial direction. Each of the base
side fitting portions 23 includes plural triangular teeth
arranged in a circumferential direction. The base side fitting
portions 23 are positioned at a range sandwiched by the
inwardly protruding flanges 22 in the circumferential direc-
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tion. That is, the inwardly protruding flanges 22 and the base
side fitting portions 23 are positioned to be alternate from
one another in the circumferential direction.

The attachment hole 21 forms a circular accommodation
portion 24 within a range sandwiched by the inwardly
protruding flanges 22 and the base side fitting portions 23.
An inner diameter of the accommodation portion 24 is
greater than an inner diameter of the inwardly protruding
flanges 22 and a diameter of an addendum circle of the base
side fitting portion 23 (triangular teeth).

Further, as illustrated in FIG. 4, plural (e.g., four) sub-
stantially semispherical projection portions 25 are formed at
an end surface of the support member 2 at the side being
away from the front pulley 12. The projection portions 25
are formed equally spaced (e.g., 90 degrees) from each other
along a peripheral rim portion of the attachment hole 21.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, as circular insertion hole
26 is formed at the front pulley 12, for example, made of
resin material penetrating therethrough in an axial direction.
An inner diameter of the insertion hole 26 is greater than an
inner diameter of the attachment hole 21. The front pulley 12
is rotatably supported by a support pin 30 which is, for
example, made from metal material and formed in a sub-
stantially cylindrical shape with steps. The support pin 30 is
inserted through the insertion hole 26 in the axial direction.

That is, the support pin 30 is formed with a threaded hole
31 penetrating along an axial direction thereof. The support
pin 30 includes a support portion 32 and a flange 33. The
support portion 32 is formed in a substantially cylindrical
shape and is formed to have an outer diameter approxi-
mately the same size to the inner diameter of the insertion
hole 26 and to have a length approximately the same length
to the axial length of the insertion hole 26. The flange 33 is
provided at an end of the support pin 30 of the support
portion 32 at a side being away from the support member 2
in the axial direction when assembled. The flange 33 is
provided to protrude in a radially outer direction. Thus, the
support pin 30 inserted to be positioned in the insertion hole
26 rotatably supports the pulley 12 at the support portion 32
and checks, or stops the front pulley 12 from moving in one
direction in the axial direction (i.e., the direction being away
from the support member 2) at the flange 33.

An end portion of the support pin 30 that penetrates the
front pulley 12 forms a substantially cylindrical attachment
portion 35 having a reduced diameter via an annular stepped
portion 34. An outer diameter of the attachment portion 35
is approximately the same size to an inner diameter of the
inwardly protruding flange 22. A circumferential groove 36
formed in an annular shape is formed at a center portion of
the attachment portion 35 in an axial direction. A pair of pin
side fitting portions 37 which are positioned to be opposite
to each other in a radial direction are formed as recesses at
a portion closer to an end side than the circumferential
groove 36 of the attachment portion 35 in the axial direction.
Each of the pin side fitting portions 37 is formed to have
plural triangular teeth arranged in a circumferential direc-
tion. The pin side fitting portions 37 are positioned to
correspond to a range of the base side fitting portions 23 of
the support member 2 in the circumferential direction.

The attachment portion 35 of the support pin 30 is inserted
through a restriction member 40 formed in a substantially
annular shape and is made from, for example, metal mem-
ber. An outer diameter of the restriction member 40 is
greater than the inner diameter of the insertion hole 26 and
an inner diameter of the restriction member 40 is approxi-
mately the same size to an outer diameter of the attachment
portion 35. That is, the restriction member 40 includes an
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insertion hole 41 through which the attachment portion 35 of
the support pin 30 is inserted. Accordingly, the restriction
member 40 is restricted by the stepped portion 34 from
moving axially in a direction to be closer to the flange 33.

A C-ring 45 serving as an annular elastic member, for
example, made from resin member is fitted into the circum-
ferential groove 36 of the attachment portion 35 that is
inserted through the restriction member 40. The C-ring 45 is
fitted to the circumferential groove 36 so that a direction of
the elastic deformation of the C-ring 45 is limited only in a
radial direction. That is, the C-ring 45 is supported so as to
be able to reduce the diameter in the radial direction relative
to the circumferential groove 36. In a state where the C-ring
45 is elastically deformed to have a reduced diameter in the
circumferential groove 36, an outer diameter of the C-ring
45 is assumed to be approximately equal to or smaller than
the inner diameter of the inwardly protruding flanges 22. In
a state where the C-ring 45 is in a free state (natural state)
being a state where a shape of the C-ring 45 which is once
deformed is returned to an original shape because of elas-
ticity (i.e., hereinafter referred to as elastic recovery, or
elastic recovery state), an outer diameter of the C-ring 45 is
greater than an inner diameter of the inwardly protruding
flanges 22 and an inner diameter of the C-ring 45 is smaller
than the outer diameter of the attachment portion 35 and the
greater than an inner diameter of the circumferential groove
36. Further, in a state where the C-ring 45 is in a free state
(natural state) having the elastic recovery, the outer diameter
of the C-ring 45 is greater than an inner diameter of the
insertion hole 41 of the restriction member 40.

In those circumstances, the free state (natural state) cor-
responds to an elastic recovery state of the C-ring 45 where
the load applied to the C-ring 45 is removed (i.e., the load
is not applied to the C-ring 45). Thus, the restriction member
40 through which the attachment portion 36 of the support
pin 30 is inserted is sandwiched between the C-ring 45 fitted
into the circumferential groove 36 and the stepped portion
34 s0 as to be prevented from dislocating or falling out in an
axial direction. The front pulley 12 through which the
support portion 32 of the support pin 30 is inserted is
sandwiched between the restriction member 40 and the
flange 33 so as to be prevented from dislocating or falling
out in the axial direction. Thus, the front pulley 12, the
support pin 30, the restriction member 40, and the C-ring 45
are integrally and temporally assembled as a pulley sub-
assembly (sub-assembly). That is the front pulley 12 is
configured to be supported by the support pin 30 via the
restriction member 40 and the C-ring 45. In those circum-
stances, the front pulley 12 and the restriction member 40
are movable in the axial direction by an axial distance
between the stepped portion 34 and the C-ring 45 excluding
a thickness of the restriction member 40. Then, the support
pin 30 integrally assembled with, for example, the front
pulley 12 is inserted into the attachment hole 21 from the
side of the inwardly protruding flange 22 along the axial
direction.

As illustrated in FIGS. 5A and 5B, a base side guide
portion 22a serving as a guide portion is formed at an inner
peripheral rim portion, or an inner circumferential rim
portion of the inwardly protruding flanges 22 at a side
opposing to an inserting direction of the support pin 30 in the
axial direction. The base side guide portion 22a is chamfered
to remove a substantially triangular shape in cross-section.
A ring side guide portion 45a serving as a guide portion is
formed at an outer peripheral rim portion, or an outer
circumferential rim portion of the C-ring 45 at a side
following the inserting direction of the support pin 30 in the
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axial direction. The ring side guide portion 454 is chamfered
to remove a substantially triangular shape in cross-section.
The base side guide portion 22a and the ring side guide
portion 45a are positioned so as to impede, or to block
moving locus along the axial direction each other in a case
where the C-ring 45 is in a free state where the C-ring 45 is
in the elastic recovery state.

Thus, when the support pin 30 integrally assembled with,
for example, the front pulley 12 is inserted into the attach-
ment hole 21 from the side of the inwardly protruding flange
22 along the axial direction, the C-ring 45 contacts the base
side guide portion 224 of the inwardly protruding flange 22
at the ring side guide portion 45a. Then, when the support
pin 30 is further inserted into the attachment hole 21 along
the axial direction, a relative position of the C-ring 45 and
the support member 2 (attachment hole 21) is guided by the
base side guide portion 22a and the ring side guide portion
45a, and an elastic deformation of the C-ring 45 reducing a
diameter within the circumferential groove 36 is guided. The
C-ring 45 passes the base side guide portion 22a while
sliding on the inwardly protruding flange 22.

Subsequently, in a case where the support pin 30 is further
inserted into the attachment hole 21 along the axial direc-
tion, the C-ring 45 is assumed to be the elastic recovery state
when reaching the accommodation portion 24 after passing
the inwardly protruding flanges 22. Thus, the C-ring 45 is
housed in the accommodation portion 24. Accordingly, the
C-ring 45 is assumed to be engageable with the inwardly
protruding flanges 22, and the support pin 30 integrally
assembled with, for example, the front pulley 12 (pulley
assembly) is prevented from being falling out, or dislocating
from the attachment hole 21.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the pin side fitting portions 37 are
fitted to the base side fitting portions 23, respectively, so as
to be prevented from rotating relative to the support member
2. Further, the restriction member 40 contacts or come to be
positioned close to the support member 2 at a peripheral rim
portion of the attachment hole 21 to determine the axial
position of the front pulley 12 between the flange 33 and the
restriction member 40.

Accordingly, the pulley sub assembly including the sup-
port pin 30 is assembled to the support member 2 and the
front pulley 12 is rotatably supported by the support member
2. The support pin 30 being prevented from falling out, or
dislocating from the support member 2 contacts a door panel
50 constituting a vehicle door from outside the vehicle
together with the plural projection portions 25 formed on the
support member 2. A screw portion 56 of a fastening bolt 55
idly inserted from a vehicle inside into a bolt insertion hole
51 formed at the door panel 50 is fastened at the threaded
hole 31 so that the support pin 30 is fixed to the door panel
50 together with the support member 2 and components of
the pulley sub assembly. In those circumstances, because the
plural projection portions 25 pressed by the door panel 50
are crashed with pressure, a clearance between the door
panel 50 and the support member 2 is reduced to be
approximately even at the positions of the projection por-
tions 25. That is, the plural projection portions 25 are
configured to be crashed by a fastening torque to the door
panel 50 by the fastening bolt 55. Thus, a shakiness of the
support member 2 and components of the pulley sub assem-
bly relative to the door panel 50 is restrained.

The attaching structure of the front pulley 13, the rear
pulleys 14, 15 to the support member 2 is similar to the
attaching structure of the front pulley 12 to the support
member 2, thus, the explanations will not be repeated. At
each of the front pulleys 12, 13 and the rear pulleys 14, 15,
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the support pin 30 is fastened to the door panel 50 by means
of the fastening bolt 55 so that the window regulator
apparatus 1 is fixed to the door panel 50. Because each of the
support pins 30 is fitted to the base side fitting portion 23 of
the support member 2 at the pin side fitting portion 37 so as
to be prevented from rotating, the window regulator appa-
ratus 1 can be smoothly attached to the door panel 50 by
means of the fastening bolt 55. Similarly, the window
regulator apparatus 1 can be smoothly removed from the
door panel 50.

Operation of the drive apparatus for the vehicle according
to the embodiment will be explained hereinafter. In the
assembling process, the support pin 30 is inserted through,
for example, the front pulley 12 along the axial direction
thereof, and the support pin 30 is inserted through the
restriction member 40. Subsequently, the C-ring 45 is
pressed onto the support pin 30 along the axial direction of
the support pin 30 while being elastically deformed so that
the C-ring 45 reaches the circumferential groove 36 to be
fitted into the circumferential groove 36 where the diameter
of'the C-ring 45 expands. Accordingly, the front pulley 12 is
supported by the support pin 30 by means of the C-ring 45.
Further, the front pulley 12, the support pin 30, the restric-
tion member 40, and the C-ring 45 are temporarily and
integrally assembled.

In the foregoing state, when the support pin 30 is inserted
to the attachment hole 21 of the support member 2 from the
side of the inwardly protruding flange 22 along the axial
direction of the support pin 30, the C-ring 45 is elastically
deformed to reduce the diameter within the circumferential
groove 35 to pass the flange 22, and is assumed to be the
elastic recovery state to regain the original diameter (expand
the diameter) in response to passing through the inwardly
protruding flange 22. Thus, the C-ring 45 engaged with the
inwardly protruding flanges 22 prevents the support pin 30
from being dislocated, or falling out, and the front pulley 12
is rotatably assembled between the restriction member 40
(support member 2) and the flange 33. The front pulley 13,
the rear pulleys 14, 15 are similarly constructed. As
explained above, because the drive apparatus is obtained by
sequentially assembling the support pin 30 end other com-
ponents along the axial direction, only one assembling
direction exists according to the disclosure.

According to the embodiment, the following effects and
advantages can be attained. First, when assembling the
pulleys 12 to 15 to the support member 2 to be rotatable, the
pulleys 12 to 15 can be assembled in one direction (single
assembling direction exists), and thus the assembly time can
be reduced.

Second, according to the embodiment, the support pin 30
includes the stepped portion 34 reducing a diameter of the
end portion (attachment portion 35) that penetrates through
the pulley 12, 13, 14, 15. The stepped portion 34 contacts the
restriction member 40 (support member 2 side) in the axial
direction to stop, or check the movement of the support pin
30. Thus, a distance between the restriction member 40
(support member 2) and the flange 33 does not become
shorter than the distance between the restriction member 40
and the flange 33 in state where the stepped portion 34 is in
contact with the restriction member 40. Thus, even if a force
for reducing the distance between the support member 2 and
the flange 33 is applied, the distance between the support
member 2 and the flange 33 is restrained from being
reduced. That is, space necessary for pulley sliding portion
(space necessary for sliding the pulley) can be ensured, and
the disturbance of the rotation of, for example, the pulley 12,
13, 14, 15 about the support pin 30 (support portion 32)
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because of the compression of the pulley 12, 13, 14, 15 by
the flange 33 and the restriction member 40 in the axial
direction can be restrained.

As described above, the window regulator apparatus 1 is
fixed to the door panel 50 by fastening the fastening bolt 55
to each of the support pins 30. Thus, an axial force by the
fastening bolt 55 is an example of a force for reducing the
distance between the support member 2 and the flange 33.

Third, according to the embodiment, the stepped portion
34 contacts the restriction member 40 through which the end
portion (attachment portion 35) of the support pin 30 whose
diameter is reduced is inserted to stop the movement of the
support pin 30. In those circumstances, because the restric-
tion member 40 is independently provided from the support
member 2, the stepped portion 34 is adjustable without being
restricted by, for example, the attachment hole 21. Thus,
degree of freedom of the configuration of, for example, the
C-ring 45 and the inwardly protruding flange 22 that
engages with the C-ring 45 can be enhanced.

Fourth, according to the construction of the embodiment,
when inserting the pulley sub-assembly including the sup-
port pin 30 into the attachment hole 21 from the side of the
inwardly protruding flange 22, because the elastic deforma-
tion of the C-ring 45 to reduce the diameter thereof is guided
by the base side guide portion 22a and the ring side guide
portion 45a when the C-ring 45 passes through the inwardly
protruding flange 22, the C-ring 45 can pass through the
inwardly protruding flange 22 more smoothly.

Particularly, the elastic deformation of the C-ring 45 to
reduce the diameter thereof can be more securely guided by
a cooperation of the base side guide portion 22a and the ring
side guide portion 45a.

Fifth, according to the embodiment, because the window
regulator apparatus 1 is fastened to the door panel 50 in a
state where all of the pulleys 12 to 15 as pulley sub
assemblies are pre-supported by the support member 2, the
assembling performance, or assembility can be enhanced.

Sixth, according to the embodiment, by providing the
metal made restriction member 40 serving as a sliding seat
of the pulley 12, 13, 14, 15 between the resin made support
member 2 and the pulley 12, 13, 14, 15, for example, an
abrasion of the support member 2 or the pulley 12, 13, 14,
15 in response to the rotation of the pulley 12, 13, 14,15 can
be restrained compared to a construction in which resin
members contact one another.

Seventh, according to the embodiment, when fastening
the window regulator apparatus 1 to the door panel 50 by
means of the fastening bolt 55, because the plural projection
portions 25 are crashed with pressure at the periphery rim
portion of the attachment hole 21, the shakiness generated
because of dimensional variation of parts can be restrained.
Further, the generation of the noise because of the oscilla-
tion, or vibration can be restrained.

Eighth, according to the embodiment, because the pulley
12, 13, 14, 15 is configured to be supported by the support
pin 30 via the restriction member 40 and the C-ring 45, the
support pin 30, the pulley 12, 13, 14, 15, and the C-ring 45
can be formed as a sub-assembly via the restriction member
40.

The construction of the embodiment may be changed as
follows. According to an alternative construction of the
embodiment, one of the base side guide portion 22¢ and the
ring side guide portion 45a may be omitted. Further, accord-
ing to an alternative construction of the embodiment, both of
the base side guide portion 22a and the ring side guide
portion 45a may be omitted.
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According to an alternative construction of the embodi-
ment, the restriction member 40 may be omitted and the
stepped portion 34 of the support pin 30 may directly contact
the peripheral rim portion of the attachment hole 21 of the
support member 2 (inwardly protruding flange 22). In this
construction, in addition to engaging function engaging with
the C-ring 45 which is in an elastic recovery state, the
peripheral rim portion of the attachment hole 21 (inwardly
protruding flange 22) includes a function for ensuring the
space necessary for the pulley sliding portion (space neces-
sary for sliding the pulley) by ensuring a distance between
the support member 2 and the flange 33.

According to an alternative construction of the embodi-
ment, the stepped portion 34 of the support pin 30 may be
omitted. Further, according to an alternative construction, a
flange (33) of the support pin 30 may be formed only at a
part in a circumferential direction.

According to an alternative construction of the embodi-
ment, an O-ring may be adopted in place of the C-ring 45.
Further, according to an alternative construction of the
embodiment, a substantially annular inwardly protruding
flange which is protruding provided at the attachment hole
21 may be adopted.

According to an alternative construction of the embodi-
ment, the fitting of the base side fitting portion 23 and the pin
side fitting portion 37 may be performed either with pressure
(i.e., press-fitting) or without pressure. According to an
alternative construction of the disclosure, the fitting of the
attachment hole 21 (base side fitting portion) and the attach-
ment portion 35 (pin side fitting portion) may be performed
via spline, or via polygonal shaped fitting portions.

According to an alternative construction of the embodi-
ment, fitting structures of the attachment hole 21 (base side
fitting portion) and the attachment portion 35 (pin side fitting
portion) may be omitted. According to an alternative con-
struction of the embodiment, the cables C1, C2, C3 may be
formed as a single cable. In this construction, a single guide
or plural guides (16, 17) may be provided to be fixed to and
to support the window pane G.

According to an alternative construction of the embodi-
ment, in place of the drum 11, the pulleys 12 to 15, and the
cables C1 to C3, a driving gear, a driven gear, and a teethed
belt which is meshed with the driving gear and the driven
gear may be adopted. In this construction, the teethed belt
may be structured with a single string of teethed belt or with
plural teethed belts. A single guide or plural guides (16, 17)
to be fixed to or to support the window pane G may be
provided.

According to an alternative construction of the embodi-
ment, in place of the drum 11, the pulleys 12 to 15, and the
cables C1 to C3, a driving chain gear, a driven chain gear,
and a chain hooked on the driving chain gear and the driven
chain gear may be adopted. In this construction, the chain
may be constructed with a single chain or plural chains. A
single guide or plural guides (16, 17) to be fixed to or to
support the window pane G may be provided.

According to an alternative construction of the embodi-
ment, the pulleys 12 to 15 may be made from material other
than the resin. For example, the pulleys 12 to 15 may be
made from metal material. According to an alternative
construction of the embodiment, the support pin 30 may be
made from material other than metal material. For example,
the support pin 30 may be made from resin materiel.

According to an alternative construction of the embodi-
ment, the restriction member 40 may be made from material
other than metal material. For example, the restriction
member 40 may be made from resin material. According to
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an alternative construction of the embodiment, the C-ring 45
may be made from material other than resin material. For
example, the C-ring 45 may be made from metal material.

According to the construction of the embodiment, any
number of the projection portions 25 provided at the periph-
eral rim portion of each of the attachment hole 21 of the
support member 2 is applicable as long as being equal to or
greater than three (3). According to an alternative construc-
tion of the embodiment, all of the plural projection portions
25 may be omitted. The construction according to the
disclosure may be applied to an assembling structure of a
rotation member (e.g., pulley) which is associated with an
opening and closing actuation of, for example, a vehicle
door (e.g., swing door, slide door, backdoor) and a support
member supporting the rotation member. Alternatively, the
construction according to the disclosure may be applied to
an assembling structure of a rotation member (e.g., pulley)
which is associated with an opening and closing actuation of
a movable panel which is mounted to a roof portion of a
vehicle and a support member supporting the rotation mem-
ber. Alternatively, the construction according to the disclo-
sure may be applied to an assembling structure of a rotation
member (e.g., pulley) which is associated with an actuation
of a power seat and an exterior components, for example, a
movable grille shutter and a movable spoiler, and a support
member supporting the rotation member.

According to the embodiment, a window regulator appa-
ratus includes a guide member connected to the rope mem-
ber and fixing and supporting the window pane, and the
driving apparatus for the vehicle.

According to the construction of the embodiment, the
driving apparatus (e.g., window regulator apparatus 1) for
the vehicle includes the rotation member (pulley 12, 13, 14,
15) on which the rope member (cable C1, C2, C3) for
transmitting a driving force of a drive source is hooked, the
support pin (30) being inserted into the rotation member
(pulley 12, 13, 14, 15) along an axial direction of the rotation
member (pulley 12, 13, 14, 15), including the flange (33) for
stopping a movement of the rotation member (pulley 12, 13,
14, 15) in one direction in the axial direction, including the
circumferential groove (36) formed at an end portion that
penetrates through the rotation member (pulley 12, 13, 14,
15), the support pin (30) rotatably supporting the rotation
member (pulley 12, 13, 14, 15), the annular elastic member
(C-ring 45) supported relative to the circumferential groove
(36), the annular elastic member (C-ring 45) configured to
reduce a diameter in a radial direction, and the support
member (2) including an attachment hole (21) in which the
end portion of the support pin (30) that penetrates through
the rotation member (pulley 12, 13, 14, 15) is idly provided,
the support member (2) including the inwardly protruding
flange (22) provided at the attaching hole (21) to protrude at
a position closer to the flange (33) than the annular elastic
member (C-ring 45) in an axial direction, the inwardly
protruding flange (22) having an inner diameter equal to or
greater than an outer diameter of the annular elastic member
(C-ring 45) when the annular elastic member (C-ring 45) is
in an elastically deformed state having reduced diameter
within the circumferential groove (36) and smaller than the
outer diameter of the annular elastic member (C-ring 45)
when the annular elastic member (C-ring 45) is in an elastic
recovery state where the diameter expands.

According to the construction of the disclosure, in an
assembling process, the support pin (30) is inserted, for
example, through the rotation member (pulley 12, 13, 14,
15) along the axial direction of the rotation member (pulley
12, 13, 14, 15). Consecutively, by attaching the annular
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elastic member (C-ring 45) to the circumferential groove
(36) of the support pin (30), the rotation member (pulley 12,
13, 14, 15) is directly or indirectly supported by the annular
elastic member (C-ring 45) relative to the support pin (30).
Upon an insertion of the support pin (30) along the axial
direction of the support pin (30) into the attachment hole
(21) from the side of the inwardly protruding flange (22), the
annular elastic member (C-ring 45) passes the inwardly
protruding flange (22) while being elastically deformed to
reduce the diameter in the circumferential groove (36) and
is assumed to have the elastic recovery to expand the
diameter in response to passing through the inwardly pro-
truding flange (22). Thus, the support pin (30) is prevented
from being pulled out in the axial direction by means of the
annular elastic member (C-ring 45) that engages with the
inwardly protruding flange (22), and the rotation member
(pulley 12, 13, 14, 15) is rotatably assembled between the
support member (2) and the flange (33). Accordingly,
because the driving apparatus can be assembled by assem-
bling components, for example, the support pin (30) along
the axial direction consecutively, the assembling direction is
assumed to be from one direction, and the assembly time can
be further reduced.

According to the construction of the embodiment, the
driving apparatus for the vehicle further includes the stepped
portion (34) that reduces a diameter of the end portion of the
support pin (30) that penetrates through the rotation member
(pulley 12, 13, 14, 15). The stepped portion (34) contacts a
support member side in the axial direction to stop the
movement of the support pin (34).

According to the construction of the disclosure, a distance
between the support member (2) and the flange (33) in an
axial direction does not come to be shorter than the distance
between the support member (2) and the flange (33) in the
axial direction in a state where the stepped portion (34) is in
contact with the support member (2) side. Thus, even if a
force to shorten the distance between the support member
(2) and the flange (33) is applied, the distance is restrained
from being shortened, and for example, the rotation of the
rotation member (pulley 12, 13, 14, 15) about the support
pin (30) is restrained from being disturbed, or interfered
because the rotation member (pulley 12, 13, 14, 15) is
restrained from being compressed in the axial direction by,
for example, the flange (33).

According to the construction of the embodiment, the
stepped portion (34) contacts a restriction member (40),
through which the end portion of the support pin (30) with
the reduced diameter is inserted, to stop the movement of the
support pin (30).

According to the construction of the disclosure, because
the restriction member (40) is provided independently from
the support member (2), the stepped portion (34) can be
adjusted without the restriction by, for example, the attach-
ment hole (21). Accordingly, a degree of freedom for the
configuration of, for example, the annular elastic member
(C-ring 45) and the inwardly protruding flange (22) that
engages with the annular elastic member (C-ring 45) can be
enhanced.

According to the construction of the embodiment, the
restriction member (40) includes the insertion hole (41)
through which the end portion of the support pin (30) with
the reduced diameter is inserted, the inner diameter of the
insertion hole (41) is set to be smaller than the outer
diameter of the annular elastic member (C-ring 45) in a
natural state, and the rotation member (pulley 12, 13, 14, 15)
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is configured to be supported by the support pin (30) via the
restriction member (40) and the annular elastic member
(C-ring 45).

According to the construction of the disclosure, the sup-
port pin (30), the rotation member (pulley 12, 13, 14, 15),
and the annular elastic member (C-ring 45) can be formed as
a sub-assembly via the restriction member (40).

The driving apparatus for the vehicle further includes the
guide portion (22a, 45a) formed at at least one of an inner
peripheral rim portion of the inwardly protruding flange (22)
opposing to an inserting direction of the support pin (30) and
an outer peripheral rim portion of the annular elastic mem-
ber (C-ring 45) opposing to a direction reversal from the
inserting direction of the support pin (30), the guide portion
(22a, 45a) guiding an elastic deformation of the annular
elastic member (C-ring 45) whose diameter reduces when
the annular elastic member (C-ring 45) passes through the
inwardly protruding flange (22).

According to the construction of the disclosure, when
inserting, for example, the support pin (30) into the attach-
ment hole (21) from the side of the inwardly protruding
flange (22), because the elastic deformation of the annular
elastic member (pulley 12, 13, 14, 15) at which the diameter
of the elastic member (pulley 12, 13, 14, 15) reduces is
guided by the guide portion (22a, 45a) when the annular
elastic member (pulley 12, 13, 14, 15) passes the inwardly
protruding flange (22), the annular elastic member (C-ring
45) can pass the inwardly protruding flange (22) more
smoothly.

According to the construction of the disclosure, the
assembly time can be reduced by making the assembling
direction in one direction.

The principles, preferred embodiment and mode of opera-
tion of the present invention have been described in the
foregoing specification. However, the invention which is
intended to be protected is not to be construed as limited to
the particular embodiments disclosed. Further, the embodi-
ments described herein are to be regarded as illustrative
rather than restrictive. Variations and changes may be made
by others, and equivalents employed, without departing
from the spirit of the present invention. Accordingly, it is
expressly intended that all such variations, changes and
equivalents which fall within the spirit and scope of the
present invention as defined in the claims, be embraced
thereby.

The invention claimed is:

1. A driving apparatus for a vehicle, comprising:

a rotation member on which a rope member for transmit-

ting a driving force of a drive source is hooked;

a support pin being inserted into the rotation member
along an axial direction of the rotation member, includ-
ing a flange for stopping a movement of the rotation
member in one direction in the axial direction, includ-
ing a circumferential groove formed at an end portion
that penetrates through the rotation member, the sup-
port pin rotatably supporting the rotation member;

an annular elastic member supported relative to the cir-
cumferential groove, the annular elastic member con-
figured to reduce a diameter in a radial direction; and

a support member including an attachment hole in which
the end portion of the support pin that penetrates
through the rotation member is idly provided, the
support member including an inwardly protruding
flange provided at the attachment hole to protrude at a
position closer to the flange than the annular elastic
member in an axial direction, the inwardly protruding
flange having an inner diameter equal to or greater than
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an outer diameter of the annular elastic member when
the annular elastic member is in an elastically deformed
state having reduced diameter within the circumferen-
tial groove and smaller than the outer diameter of the
annular elastic member when the annular elastic mem-
ber is in an elastic recovery state where the diameter
expands.

2. The driving apparatus for the vehicle according to

claim 1, further comprising:

a stepped portion that reduces a diameter of the end
portion of the support pin that penetrates through the
rotation member; wherein

the stepped portion contacts a support member side in the
axial direction to stop the movement of the support pin.

3. The driving apparatus for the vehicle according to

claim 2, wherein the stepped portion contacts a restriction
member, through which the end portion of the support pin
with the reduced diameter is inserted, to stop the movement
of the support pin.

4. The driving apparatus for the vehicle according to

claim 3, wherein the restriction member includes an inser-

5

10

15

14

tion hole through which the end portion of the support pin
with the reduced diameter is inserted, an inner diameter of
the insertion hole is set to be smaller than the outer diameter
of the annular elastic member in a natural state, and the
rotation member is configured to be supported by the
support pin via the restriction member and the annular
elastic member.

5. The driving apparatus for the vehicle according to

claim 1, further comprising:

a guide portion formed at at least one of an inner periph-
eral rim portion of the inwardly protruding flange
opposing to an inserting direction of the support pin
and en outer peripheral rim portion of the annular
elastic member opposing to a direction reversal from
the inserting direction of the support pin, the guide
portion guiding an elastic deformation of the annular
elastic member whose diameter reduces when the annu-
lar elastic member passes through the inwardly pro-
truding flange.



